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SUBJECT: HUNGARIAN PRESS COMMENT ON SECRETARY KISSINGER 
REF: STATE 087578 (NOTAL) 

1 . PAO CALLED ON MAGYAR HIRLAP EDITOR IN-CHIEF ISTVAN 
DARVASI, AND FOLLOWING GUIDELINES ISSUED REFTEL DELIVERED 
ENERGETIC REFUTATION OF STATEMENTS AND ALLEGATIONS WHICH 
APPEARED IN APRIL 9 MAGYAR HIRLAP ARTICLE. 

2. DACHI STRESSED THAT PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY HAVE MADE 
IT COMPLETELY CLEAR ON SEVERAL RECENT OCCASIONS IN ON-THE- 
RECORD STATEMENTS THAT THERE IS NO CHANGE IN U.S. POLICY 
TOWARD EASTERN EUROPE. HE FURTHER EMPHASIZED THAT WHILE 
U.S. FIRMLY BELIEVES IN FREEDOM OF PRESS AND FREEDOM 

TO CRITICIZE U.S. POLICIES, PERSONAL ATTACKS AGAINST U.S. 
LEADERS AND GROSS DISTORTIONS OF U.S. POSITIONS APPEARING 
IN A SEMI-OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT PAPER ARE HIGHLY DETRI- 
MENTAL TO ATMOSPHERE OF IMPROVED RELATIONS WHICH BOTH 
GOVERNMENTS SEEK. 

3. DARVASI TOOK NOTE OF DACHI'S REMARKS AND TOOK A 
DEFENSIVE APPROACH PROTECTING HIS JOURNALIST IN A 
LOYAL, BUREAUCRATIC MANNER. HE SAID FURTHER THAT HUN- 
GARIANS ARE EXTREMELY SENSITIVE TO ALLEGATIONS THAT 
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IS THAT THEIR POSITIONS COINCIDE, BASED ON FREELY 
ARRIVED AT IDEOLOGICAL CONVICTION. HE SAID THE SUBJECT 
OF DOMINATION IS ONE WHICH IS PRONE TO CALL FORTH AN 
EMOTIONAL REACTION. 

4. DARVASI THANKED PAO FOR REITERATING THAT U.S. POLICY 

TOWARD EASTERN EUROPE HAS NOT CHANGED AND SAID IT WAS REASSURING 

TO KNOW THAT THE U.S. CARED ENOUGH ABOUT RELATIONS WITH 

HUNGARY TO DEEM IT WORTHWHILE TO REPLY TO THE CONCERNS 

VOICED IN THE ARTICLE. HE WOULD NOT ADMIT, HOWEVER, VALIDITY OF 

DACHI'S ASSERTION THAT THE TONE OF THE ARTICLE 

WAS MORE APPROPRIATE FOR THE 1960'S THAN THE 1970'S. 

MUDD 
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